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CHINA THE CHALLENGE 
Mrs, Margaret Kiesow, an English Presbyterian missionary who stayed at Cheloo University 
until September 1953, has written a 40-page pamphlet with the title, China the Challenge. It 
is published by the Overseas Missions Committee of the Presbyterian Church of England, 134 
George Street, London W. I, at a price of 1/6. 


Mrs, Kiesow did not go out as a missionary until 1948, and so she saw only the last and 
worst days of the Nationalist regime. She is convinced that in most respects the present regime 
is a distinct improvement, She is not afraid to credit them with high economic ideals, uncor- 
ruptibility, and missionary zeal, But she looks with great concern upon the attempt of the Com- 
munist government to regiment the Christian church, She thinks that some of the church leaders 
have gone too far in their subservience toCommunism, ‘‘One wonders whether they did right - 
whether a stand for the truth would not have left the Church in a stronger position.’’ She finds 

al life in the Christian church, but her optimism for the future is very sober, indeed. ‘Unless 
one believed that with God all things are possible, the future of the Chinese Comen would not 
look bright. *’ 


She goes on to list the criticisms which Communists have leveled against missionaries and 
mission work, and comments briefly on each one, She closes with an appeal to the Christian 
Church to take its task as seriously as the Communists do theirs, 


THE CHINA NEWS LETTER 


This Newsletter, published by Arthur Olson, 33 Granville Road, Hong Kong, describes 
Lutheran work in Hong Kong, Formosa, and the mainland, The Sept.-Oct, number has no 
reports about mainland activities of any importance, but in the Nov.-Dec, number there are 
some mainland letters worth quoting: From Shanghai: ‘‘These days all university tuition is free 
and students have to live in the dormitories, Jennie had been home for two years and dreaded 
the thought of living in dormitory with strange girls, Two weeks’ ago Jennie’s mother came just 
radiant, Jennie had found that all the girls in her dormitory are Christians, and they all get up 
half an hour early each morning for prayer and Bible study together, Near the university is a 
little church which the students can use twice a week... We hear that 40 young people are now 
at the old pastors daily Bible School, while another 30 attend night classes connected with one 
of the large churches, From Sinkiang: ‘*At Easter 1g baptized at one place and 12 at each of 
two other places... By the grace of God the church has increased since it began four years ago... 
Our members included Chinese, Wei tribe, and Russians, There is a great need for Russian 
bibles and hymnbooks.’’ From Yunnan; ‘In the last two years the church here has increased to 
250 persons, Two girls have lately confessed the Lord, One of them, 17 years old, has brought 
her grandmother and her aunt to the Lord, The young people are very zealous, The young girls 
have been going out in twos visiting the homes. There are more young men than there are girls, 
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and several of the former are not married but are trusting the Lord for Christian wives, The 

young girls say, ‘By not preaching the gospel to the women we not only delay the Lord's work, 

but also we delay the marriage of our young brothers,’*’ From Central China; ‘*‘Business is © ( 
poor, Where there were formerly four restaurants, there is now only one... Farmers must sell 

their grain to the government, A meagre amount of this price is given to the farmer, and the 

rest is placed in the bank, It is exceedingly difficult to withdraw any funds from the bank,” 


SUNG 


‘This biography, by Leslie T. Lyall, is published by the China Inland Mission, The book 
was put out in London at a list price of 8/6, but presumably can be obtained from the CIM of - 
fices in Philadelphia (237 West School Lane) and Toronto (150 St. George Street), 


It is a labor of love for me to review this well-written book, for John Sung was a student in 
the first middle school class I ever taught, when I went to Hinghwa in 1915, and he was a 
frequent visitor in our home, both in Hinghwa and later on in Nanking. 


The high lights of his career can be briefly stated, He was born in 1901, came to America — 
to study in 1920, had seven brilliant but erratic years in Ohio Wesleyan, Ohio State, and Union 
Theological Seminary, ending up with 193 days in mental hospital before returning to China in 
the fall of 1927. For about two years he worked in his home area in Hinghwa, Fukien, and then 
: began the ten years of widespread evangelistic work of the years 1930-40. The last time I saw 
: him, which was in Shanghai in 1940, he was already a sick man, but the end did not come until 
August 1944, in the Western Hills near Peking. 


But such a list of dates does not do justice to one who is correctly called in this book ‘‘the 
greatest evangelist China has ever known,’’ During the ten years of his greatest activity he led 
evangelistic meetings all over China, from Manchuria in the north to Canton and Wuchow in 
the south, and also among the overseas Chinese in southeast Asia, Many thousand persons were 
awakened to new life in these meetings, so that it is no exaggeration to say that if the church 
in China today is strong enough in its faith to withstand Communist godlessness, it will be due 
in no small part to the work of this preacher. : © ( 


Lyall does not overlook the eccentricities that have prevented many from recognizing 
Sung’s true nature, He was theologically immature, delighting in tortuous allegorical exegesis, 
) and constantly inclined to go off on tangents, such as vegetarianism and faith-healing. He was 
overcritical.of others, and though some of the criticism was justified, it is true that this trait 
alienated many who should have been his allies, He was cocksure and stubborn, a man whose 
every opinion was a conviction, His meetings were held in an atmosphere of perfervid excite- 

: ment, But it must also be said that the power of God was with him, His meetings were accom- 
panied and followed by the true fruits of the Spirit. Confession of sin, reparation for sin, a new 
devotion to the Kingdom of God and a new earnestness in Bible study and Christian witness - 
these are the results that make it possible to call him the greatest evangelist China has ever 
known, 


In one respect I have the feeling that Lyall is attributing to Sung characteristic CIM atti- 
tudes rather than describing Sung’ actual position, That is in representing him as having de- 
cisively rejected liberal theology and the social gospel while still a student at Union, and re- 
maining consistent in that position throughout his life. He may well have expressed views of 
this sort in his later years, but in 1927 and 1928 when he had just returned to China, the many 
conversations I had with him did not reveal any such settled theological stand, Rather, his 
criticism of Union then largely centered on the coldness of spiritual life which he found there. 

: As a matter of fact, he was never systematic enough in his thinking to be an out-and-out funda- 
mentalist, 


The reading of this book roe Pee the Holy Spirit working through a great soul utterly devoted 
to the will of God. A few days ago an Amoy girl, now active in one of the churches of New 
Jersey, where she lives, said to me, ‘‘My religious life was formed by John Sung.’’ This testi- 
mony can be duplicated thousands of times in China and in Southeast Asia. And so I am sure 
that no one of the friends of the Christian Church in China will want to miss reading the moving 
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record of this life. F.P.J. 


© Qouan CATHOLICS IN CHINA 


© 


AP reported from Hong Kong on February 1 that 80 foreign RC missionaries are still inside 
Red China, 56 are priests and brothers, including four bishops and one prefect apostolic, and 
24 are nuns, An earlier Hong Kong report had quoted from the Yangtze River Daily of Wuhan 
an account of the execution of four Roman Catholics in December, Three of them were priests. 
One of these, Father Shih Hsien-chang, was Vicar General of the diocese, 


It will be remembered that the Pope issued an encyclical addressed to the Chinese people 
(Ad Sinarum Gentem) last October, in which he urged Catholic Christians to stand firm, He 
rejected the three-self program - self-government, because independence in church govern- 
ment is ‘‘against the divine will’’, self-support, because it is ‘‘contrary to the precept of chari- 
ty’, and self-propagation because ‘*men cannot of their own arbitration, in a different way and 
according to different nations, interpret the gospel of Jesus Christ.*’ 


Some 200 priests and religious men have met death, and 300 are in prison or under police 
guard, 


CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 


The Nov.-Dec, number of this magazine (which will appear monthly beginning with Janu- 
ary of this year) has a number of interesting articles, One by Peng Hsiao-fan describes the 
system of taxing farm lands, According to Peng, the tax is a fixed proportion of the average 
yield, Only 13.5% of the national revenue came from the agricultural tax in 1953. What the 
actual assessment on each farmer is is not easy to figure out from this article, In several ex- 
amples quoted the highest percentage of the crop that he names is 18.7%, but most run between 
10 and 15%, 


A geologist Li Pu describes his prospecting in Tibet for oil and other deposits, The group of 
7 scientists spent two years traveling in Sikang and southern Tibet, and came back with a re- 
ort of having found thirty valuable minerals in a hundred localities, He says, ‘‘We now have 
no doubt whatsoever that copper, iron, electrical, chemical and cement industries, among 
others, can be set up in Tibet,”’ 


Frank Su, who lived in the United States for 25 years and is now working for the Liaison 
Bureau for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries in Peking, has an interesting article en- 
titled ‘‘Home Town Revisited,’ The home town is Chihsien in northern Honan province, He 
speaks of meeting Dr. Tuan Chia-pin, who had been his classmate in the Canadian Presbyterian 
Mission High School there, Another old friend was Li Yung, with whom he ‘‘walked over to the 
Chinese Christian cemetery to see the graves of my father, uncle, aunt and other relatives, I 
arranged for tombstones to be erected in their remembrance,.*’ Farther on he says, ‘‘As a result 
of my participation in the patriotic student movement against British imperialism in May, 1925, 
my father, a pastor, was blacklisted by the Canadian missionaries and given no further employ- 
ment in the churches they controlled, This blacklisting applied to our entire family.*’ One 
visitor whom he had while in Chihsien was Pastor Cheng Hsiao-hsien, of the independent Chinese 
Christian Church, 


CHURCH NEWS 


A letter from Peking, dated October 15, 1954, describes a student consecration service held 
October 6-7 in Peking Union Church, The writer describes the consecration in words drawn from 
David Livingstone, ‘‘Jesus, my King, my Life, my All; to Thee I again dedicate myself,’’ He 
goes on to say that these special services are usually preceded by an all-night prayermeeting. 
‘“*This enables them to attain spiritual altitude the following day.’’ 


Mongolian Testaments, sent from Hong Kong to Peking, are being forwarded from there to 
five different church centers in Mongolia, 
We have indirect news that the retired president of Nanking Theological Seminary, Dr. 
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